REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


833  01100  9211 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Arcliive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/sextonsmonitordoOOdave_0 


THE 


AND 


D  O  R  C  II  E  S  T  E  R 


A  Ii'ckcn  Maldc  on  Itic  -i  e;;!):!, 
Atnl  SIMM  hiiip;  onwai  cis      ho  went, 
He  ttnrt  i!  '1  miiiM  JMoiiuuicnl  ; 
]\loiilc!,  moss,  mill  slr.iJfs  overgrown 
The  scnlptui  e  of  the  ciiiiunling  stone  j 
Vet,  e't'r  lie  passM,  whh  imich  adn^ 
He  guci.cd  and  sncU  out  SCinO." 


BOSTON. 

PRINIT.D  BY  ALrCED  WJDGE, 

No.  12  S  c  I.  ()  o  i  Street. 
.182S. 


I 


•     CD  M 


DEDICATION. 

To  Hey.  Titaddeus  Mason  ITarpwIs,  D.  D. 

Pastor  of  the  First  Chi:rc!i  in  DorcJicslcr* 

Permit  me,  Dear  Sir,  to  inscribe  tins  little  collection 
to  you,  in  token  of  my  alTcctionatG  regard,  and  of  mr 
gratitude  for  tlie  beneiit  I  have  derived  from  your 
preaching. 

I  was  your  Sexton  from  April  1st,  1799,  to  October 
23d  183G,  a  period  of  thirty  .^cvcn  years  and  six  months, 
and  have  attended  1279  fui-  ruls. 

That  it  may  be  many  years  before  you,  or  your  fam« 
ilj  may  need  my  services  in  this  solemn  vocation,  is 
the  sincere  wish  of  your  friend, 

DANIEL  DAVENPORT,, 

Dorchester^  January  1,  1838. 
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P  R  E  F  iV  C  E  . 


i\iY  profession  as  Sexton,  has  m:ide  me  familiar  with 
the  Burying  Grc/und  ;  and  I  observed  several  very  an- 
cient inscriptions  on  iJonnments  and  Grave  Stones, 
which  were  becoming  illegible  from  the  monldering 
eilects  of  time.  Being  desirous  tliat  they  si:ould  be 
preserved,  I  have  copied  them,  togetlier  with  some 
which  I  thought  Curious  and  interesting;  and,  that 
others  might  have  the  perusal  of  them,  I  have  for  a 
long  tinae  purposed  to  have  tliem  pvinted.  I  li:*ve  :nr- 
ranged  tlieni  nearly  ;n  the  order  of  their  dates;  and 
have  added  some  from  Grave  Yards  wliich  I  li  .ve  vi:-it- 
ed  in  other  places. 

I  liavo  called  the  li'lle  book  ''Tne  Sextos^s  Moni- 
tor," because,  while  his  work  in  digging  graves  re- 
minds him  of  deatl'!,  tlie  reading  of  xilonam.ental  Inscrip- 
tions repeats  to  iiim  the  solemn  lessons  of  warning;  and 
becau:^c  I  have  ventured  myself  to  give  some  serious 
and  well  intended  advice. 

I  iiope  that  all  my  readers' will  excuse  any  imperfec- 
tions that  they  may  discover  ;  and  rem.ember  him  in 
their  prayers,  who,  having  buried  others,  must  be  buried 
himself, — -for,  in  the  words  of  Job, If  Iioait^  the  grave, 
is  in  ■,nine  Iwuic'^  D.  D. 


THE  BURIAL  GROUND  IN  DORCIIEvSTEIl. 


This  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  Mussachusetts 
proper,  and  its  grave -stones  h:':ve  been  ireqiicntly  con- 
sulted by  Antiquarians  for  historical  and  biograplncal 
notices,  and  by  tlie  curious  for  their  quaint  Epitaphs- 
With  pious  regard  for  the  mepjory  of  the  venerated 
Puritan  settlers,  and  the  past  generations  of  the  honor- 
ed dead,  some  inhabitants  of  the  tov/n  have  lately  caus- 
ed the  dilapidated  monunients  to  be  repaired  and  set 
up,  and  the  ran,k  v/ccd.s  and  brambles  v.diich  liad  over- 
grown the  Immble  hillocks,  to  be  cleared  out,  to  give 
place  to  some  ornaniental  plants, — eniblems  of  mortal 
life,  and  evergreen  trees, — emblems  of  the  immorta]. 
The  subscription,  to  defray  tlie  expense  of  buch  in> 
prove-iients  in  tlie  condition  oi  tliis  place  of  graves, 
though  applied  to  "  garni  di  the  scpidcln-es  of  the  right- 
eous," extended  not  to  build  again  the  tornbs  of  the 
prophets  ;  as  it  v;as  knov.m  that  of  the  ministers 
who,  with  their  lloclis,  had  gone  down  to  the  congre- 
gation of  tlie  dead,"  there  VvX^re  only  two  for  uhom 
monumental  memorials  had  been  raised,  namely,  Rev. 
Richard  Matlier,  in  1G69,  and  Rev.  Josiah  Flint,  in 
1G80.  Several  months  ago,  liowever,  the  descendants 
of  tlie  Honorable  lUoses  Everett  caused  a  tablet  to  be 
Bet  up,  inscribed  v/ith  his  name  and  those  of  the  de- 
ceased members  of  his  family,  on  ^vhich  is  mentioned 
his  death  in  1813,  and  that  he  was  in  the  ministry  from 
1774  to  1793.  It  is,  also,  an  affecting  consideration, 
that  no  minister  of  the  town" has  died  in  olhco  within 
one  hur.drcd  and  seven  ^ears. 


ADDRESSED  TO  SEXTON'S  IN  GENERAL. 

J»Iy  Friends  :— Yv^c  arc  called  to  bury  the  dead.  A 
serious  calling  indeed  !  It  ouolit  to  make  us  very 
thougbtfal  ai]d  considerate.  AVben  we  (hp:  ihc  grave, 
or  prepare  the  tohd),  and  toll  tlie  uiouniiul  l.'ci},  or  load 
the  solemii  procession  to  the  hoe.sc  ap})oiiited  for  all 
the  liviniT,  and  at  last  cover  u])  the  dark  abode  of  mor- 
tality with  earth,  and  spread  the  sods  of  the  valley  over 
it, — we  should  think  that  Death  is  the  end  of  all  men, 
and  tliO  living  should  lay  it  to  heart."  And  v.e,  of  all 
others,  must  be  very  insensible  if  so  often  called  to 
tliese  iuneral  services,  \vc  are  not  seriously  iiiipressed 
by  them. 

Our  assistance,  also,  is  needed,  and  on  many  occa* 
fiions  wished  for  in  preference  to  that  of  otliers  ;  partic- 
ularly for  laying  out  the  corpse,  and  placir!g  it  in  the 
cofFin,  and  in  making  the  arrangements  for  the  funeral, 
and  tiic  interment.  Therefore,  v;e  ouglit  to  be  sober, 
and  aim  so  to  coiiduet,  as  by  our  helpfulness  and  ton* 
derncss,  to  relieve  the  feelings  of  those  wlio  employ  us, 
and  secure  their  good  opinion. 

We  ought  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  common  cer- 
emonies of  funerals,  for  the  minds  of  the  mourners  are 
very  tender  at  sucli  times,  and  they  look  lor  indulgence 
and  sympathetic  respect  ;  and  we  must  b.e  careful  net 
to  wou.nd  or  hurt  the  feelings  of  any  intentionally. 
Likewise,  we  must  aim  to  be  punctual  and  prompt  in 
our  attendance  ;  and  not  presume  to  dictate  and  give 
orders,  urdess  we  perceive  it  to  be  necessary,  and  ex- 
pected of  us,  but  to  follow  the  directions  v/luch  ar^ 
given.  .  ' 
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We  should  attend  the  prayer  v/ith  devout  seriousness, 
that  we  may  have  our  hearts  properly  alTected  by  the 
solemn  occasion,  and  that  we  may  be  more  and  better 
prepared  for  tlie  commiuing  of  dust  to  dust,  which  wq 
are  expected  to  do  with  great  solemnity. 

I  need  not  to  say  any  more,  but  to  wish  you' all  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  good  ;  and  as  we  ere  long  must  have 
Eome  one  to  commit  our  lifeless  remains  to  the  silent 
grave,  we  may  be  prepared  to  be  laid  down  there  in 
peace,  with  a  well  founded  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrec- 
tion and  et(}rnal  life.  Adieu! 


E  X  T  R  A  C  T  S . 

Farewell,  my  friends,  I  must  be  gone, 
I  have  no  liome  nor  stay  with  you  ; 
ril  take  my  staff  and  travel  on, 
'Till  I  a  better  world  can  view. 

I'll  marcli  to  Canaan's  happy  land, 
I'll  rest  on  Canaan's  p^eaccful  shore, 

Where  real  pleasures  never  end, 

And  micrtal  troubles  come  no  more." 

'*  O  lovely  appearance  of  death, 

No  sir/ht  upon  earth  is  so  fair ; 
Not  all  the  gay  pageants  that  breathe, 

Can  v/ith  a  dead  body  compare." 

When  the  vale  of  death  appears, 

Faint  and  cold  this  mortal  clay  ; 
Kind  forerunner  soothe  my  fears, 

Light  me  through  the  darksome  w\ay, 
And  break  the  shades,  and  usiier  in  eternal  c!aj  !** 

"  Think,  oh  ye,  who  fondly  languish 

O'er  the  graves  of  those  you  love; 
While  your  boscuis  tl^rob  with  anguish. 

They  arc  warbbng  hymns  above.** 


SEXTON^'S  MONITOR. 
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THE  GAllDExN  OF  GRAVES. 

Come  with  me  to  the  Garden, 

That  sacred  spot  of  earth, 
Where  ne'er  is  heard  the  airy  song, 

Nor  the  wanton  sound  of  mirth. 

There  sleep  the  Widow  and  Fatherless, 

Deep  beneath  the  sod, 
And  there  the  bud  of  innocence 

Beside     the  man  of  God." 

And  there  is  the  grave  of  beauty, 
The  form  that  was  once  divine  ; 

There  grows  the  weeping  willov/, 
And  the  yew-tree  shades  the  shrine. 

There  is  the  bed  of  the  Lover, 
The  cold  sod  v.'raps  his  bead; 

His  bower  of  bliss  is  changed, 
And  all  its  gay  hopes  fled. 

And  there  too  sleeps  the  Tyrant, 

Despoiled  of  earthly  power  ; 
His  robes  of  state  and  grandeur, 

The  worms  of  earth  devour. 

But  around  that  lonely  garden, 
The  Spring  of  Time  yet  blooms ; 

And  fair,  though  fading  blossoms 
Exhale  their  rich  perfumes. 

Then  come  with  me  to  the  garden,, 
Where  the  race  of  mortals  lie. 

Like  seed  that's  buried  in  the  earth. 
To  grow  above  the  sky* 
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INSCRIPTION  ON  A  BUPvYING  GllOUND. 

'  71ie  rcsiing  place  of  ihe  dead,  icaiting  for  th/i  living,*^ 
BY  W..  M.  IIETIIERINGTON,  A.  M. 

Here  rest  the  dead  !  silent  and  deep 

And  dark  and  narrow  is  their  home; 
Here  their  long  lonesome  vigils  keep. 

Waiting  but  till  the  living  come  ;      .      .  . 
Morn  dawns  not  in  its  beauty  here, 

No  lustre-noon-day  suns  can  shed, 
Nor  star-beams  through  the  dim  night  peer 

Thai  wraps  the  cliccrle.^^s  dead. 

Art  thou  a  chici"  of  daring  breast, 

Of  lofty  brow,  and  kindling  eye, 
Is  thine  the  flaming  meteor-crest 

That  bursts  through  battle's  lurid  sky  T 
O  warrior  !  dofftliine  eagle  plume, 

Resign  thy  war-steed,  hraiul  and  spear; 
Disarmed,  imprisoned  in  the  tomb, 

Thy  conu'ades  wait  thee  here. 

Art  thou  a  king,  a  hero,  one 

At  the  dread  bidding  of  whose  word 
The  grizzly  Vv^ ar-Fiend  buckles  on 

His  panoply,  and  bears  his  sword? 
Halt,  mighty  concpaeror  !  blencli  thy  cheeky 

Cluell  the  red  terrors  of  thine  eye  ; 
Here  earth's  proud  Thunderers,  silent,  weak^ 

To  wait  thy  coming,  lie. 

Art  thou  a  man  of  loftiest  mind, 

Statesman,  philosopher,  or  bard? 
One  whose  great  soul  can  only  fmd 

In  native  worlli  its  high  reward? 
Oh!  pluck  the  briglit  wrealh  from  thy  brow. 

And  leave  it  in  the  hall  of  tame; 
Here  dwell  the  glorious  dead,  each  now 

The  shadov/  of  a  name. 
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Art  thou  a  youth  of  gentle  breath  ? 

One  fond  to  roam  by  rippling  streams, 
With  love's  delicious  woes  opprest, 

And  haunted  with  fantastic  dreams? 
Shake  the  soft  fetters  from  thy  heart, 

Dreamer!  the  partners  of  thy  fate, 
Struck  now  by  no  soft  Capid's  dartj 

Thy  comi]ig  here  await. 

Woman;  young  niother !  tender  wife! 

Ye  dearest  forms  of  mortal  birth  ; 
Sweet  soothers  of  poorhunian  life! 

Fair  angels  of  the  happy  hearth  ; 
O  matron  grave  !  O  widov/  drear? 

Whate'er  thou  art,  clierislicd  or  lone, 
The  dead  Ijcloved  await  thcc  here  — 

The  grave  will  have  its  ov/n  1 

Thou  too,  bright  blooming  beauty!  tliou, 

The  load- star  of  a  thousand  eyes! 
T 1 1  a 1 1  i ( I u i d  e ye.  that  ii \  a rhl e  i ) r o w , 

Tliat  cheek  vvliere  smile  Morn's  loveliest  dyes, 
Oh  !  veil  tliose  cliarms  !  (hey  loo  must  share, 

Alas  !  the  universal  doom  ; 
The  beauteous  dead  vv'here  are  they  where?-— 

They  wait  thee  in  the  tomb  ! 

Here"  rest  the  dead  !  here  wait  the  hour 

When  the  last  sob  of  living  breath 
Shall  pass  away  beneath  the  power 

Of  that  grim  phantom,  mightiest  Death  — 
They  rest  in  hope  till  He 

Who  died,  and  lives  for  aye,  shall  come^ 
To  give  them  immortality, 

And  call  them  to  his  home ! 


Dorchester,  in  MassacbasetlvS.  called  by  iho  Indi- 
ans Mattnpan^  vvas  settled  by  emigrants  from  EDgland, 
tbe  beginning  of  June,  1G30.  They  bad  two  Minis- 
ters, the  Rev.  John  ¥/ARnA?,r,  and  the  Rev.  John  Mav- 
erick. Most  of  the  first  settlers  removed,  and  began 
a  settlement  on  Connecticut  river,  in  the  laiter  part  of 
1635,  and  called  the  place  Windsor,  and  there  Mr. 
WARiiAr^i  died,  April  1,  1G70.  Mr.  Maveiuciv  died  in 
Boston,  Feb.  3d,  1G30,  aged  GO, 

A  new  Churcli  was  gathered  at  Dorclio&tcr,  August 
23d,  1G30,  and  Rev.  RicnAiii)  Matjieu  was  chosen 
teacher,    lie  died  April  22d,  10G9,  aged  7^>. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1G39,  the  Rev.  Jona- 
than Burr  was  settled  colleagno  v/ith  Mr.  leather,  and 
died  August  9,  IGii,  agc^l  37. 

Rev.  John  Wilson  \vas  ordained  as  assistant  to  Mr. 
Mather,  in  1G]9;  and,  after  two  years,  v/as  removed 
to  Medheld,  wdierc  he  was  Pastor  forty  years,  and  died 
August  23d,  IG9i. 

Rev.  JosiAH  Flint  v/as  ordained  Dec.  27,1671  ;  and 
died  Sept.  16,  IGSO,  aged  35. 

Rev.  John  Danforth  was  ordained  Jciic  28,  lGb2  ; 
and  died  May  26,  1730  aged  78. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Bowman  was  ordained  November  5, 
1729  ;  continued  the  pastoral  oiiicc  till  December  14, 
1773,  and  died  March  30,  1775,  aged  G8. 

Rev.  Moses  Everett  Vvas  ordained  September  28, 
1774  ;  continued  pastor  until  January  14,  1793  ;  and 
deceased  March  25,  1813,  aged  63. 

Rev.  Thaddeus  Mason  IJ  arris,  v/as  ordained  Octo- 
ber 23,  1793. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall  was  ordained  as  CollenguQ 
with  Thaddeus  Mason  Harris,  D.  D.,  July  16,  1835. 

Rev  Thaddeus  Mason  Harrls  delivered  his  fare- 
well discourses  on  Sunday,  October  23,  1S3G. 
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A  Second  Church  was  galliered  in  the  town,  Jan- 
tiary  1st,  1808;  and  the  Rev.  John  Codiman  was  or- 
dained Pastor,  December  7,  1808. 


A  Third  Church  was  gathered  in  Dorchester  June 
25th  1817,  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Richmond  installed 
Pastor. 


LIST  OF  ELDERS  AND  DEACONS  OF  ■ 
THE  FIRST  CliaRClI. 

GeorcxE  Minot,  was  a  RiiJing  Elder  for  30  years, 
and  died  Dec.  21,  lG7i,  aged  78„ 

John  Wiswatj.,  was  Deacon  iVom  1G3G,  and  a  Paul- 
ing Elder  several  years  ;  but  of  tiie  tinie  of  his  death 
there  is  no  accoi'jit. 

Henry  WiTurxfiTON,  died  Feb,  2d,  IGGG  aged  79; 
having  bceu  a  Ruling  Elder  29  years. 

James  Ilrr^iiuiRr.vs,  ordiiinod  Deacon,  Juno  Jul,  IGGG; 
find  Ruling  hMd-r,  ]\Iarch  1G()S ;    died  Mny  12, 

1G8G  aged  78. 

James  Blake;  ordained  Deacon  June  oO,  1G72;  and 
Ruling  Elder  March  1,  IG^^G;  died  June  28,  HGO, 
aged  77. 

Samuel  Clap,  ordained  Ruling  Eider  Feb.  3,  170]  ; 
died -Oct.  IG,  1708,  aged  74. 

Samuel  Toelief,  having  been  Deacon  nine  years, 
was  ordained  Ruling  Elder  Feb.  3d,  17(]2  :  and  died 
Oct.  IG,  1722,  aged  77. 

IIoPESTiLL  Clap,  was  Deacon  seventeen  years,  and 
Ruling  Elder  ten  years;  and  died  September  2,  1719, 
.aged  72. 

DaxViel  PRES'rn\\  cliosen  Deacon,  I\Iay23,  1G8G,  and 
Ruling  Elder  jn  ibu  year  1719,  died  March  13,  1726, 
..aged  77. 

Edward  Clap,  died  Januliry  8,  1G64,  having  been 
Deacon  2G  years. 

Richard  WrvHTNGTON,  ordained  Deacon,  March  1^ 
16G9. 

lacnoLAs  Clap. 
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Samuel  Clap. 

John  Cax^en,  ordained  Deacon  Feb.  13,  1656,  and 
died  April  4,  1692,  aged  80. 

Daniel  Preston,  died  Nov.  10,  1707,  nged  86. 

John  Blake,  ordained  Deacon,  Feb.  16,  1717,  and 
died  March  2,  1718. 

James  Blake,  ordained  Deacon,  June  4,  1672,  and 
died  Oct.  22,  1732,  aged  80. 

JoHNATHAN  Clap,  ordaincd  Deacon,  March  1,  1719, 
and  died  Jan.  2,  1724. 

lIoPESTiLL  Clap,  ordaincd  Deacon  May  3,  1723,  and 
died  Dec.  26,  1759,  aged  80. 

Nathaniel  Top  lief,  ordained  Deacon  May  3,  1723, 
and  died  Dec.  15,  1751,  aged  59. 

RiciiAiiD  Mali-,  chosen  Deacon  May  1,  1752,  and 
died  March  13,  1776,  aged  70. 

Ap>ijaii  White,  chosen  Deacon  Oct,  17,  1756,  and 
died  Oct.  5,  1804,  aged  87. 

Sa^muel  Topli ff,  chosen  Deacon  Sept.  1764,  and 
died  Sept.  18,  1807,  aged  79. 

Edward  Piepcf,  chosen  Deacon  Sept.  2?,  1777,  and 
died  Feb.  20,  1H18,  aged  83. 

James  lli'MPnuEYs,  chosen  Deacon  Dec.  17,  1709.'^ 

Ebenezeji  C:  A)',  choscD  Dcacon  Jan  8,  18119.* 

Henky  lluMpniiLY,  chosen  Deacon  Dec.  1,  1833.^ 


*  Now  livino-. 


LIST  OF  SEVERAL  AGED  PERSONS  WHO 
IIAVF  DfLD  IN  THE  ALMS-IIOUSE. 


Joseph  Witlungt.ori 
Mrs.  'J'hfU'nton 
Rachel  Vaughn n 
Submit  !)ar;uit 
Sarah  .lonrs 
Abijali  Hurnplireys 
Ebenezer  \V n hiisnlo;! 
Lett  ice  Pier 
Edward  F  ^ir!?  :it\.ti 
Elij.h  Jones 


Jan.  3,  1801, 
Marcli  4,  " 


a  (red  79 


Nov.  19,  1804 
Nov.  5,  1805 
A-.iiT.  3,  18CIG 
Feb!  IS,  1807 
Feb.  7, 


May  24,  1803 
Sept.  7, 


Nov.  2, 


100 
64 
70 
80 
73 
86 

59 
53 
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Patty  Kelton 
Thomas  Jones 
Wid.  Humphreys' 
Hannah  Parish 
John  V a ugh an 
Mary  Jones 
Lois  Spurr 
P-atience  Harrison 
Mrs.  Morgan 
Elizaheth^Whiston 
Elizabeth  Evans 
Elizabeth  Seaver 
John  IMerrihcId 
Mordacai  Black  well 
Mary  Withingtoii 
Mr.  Jones,  (a  stranger) 
William  Searles 
Elizabeth  Clap 
Nancy  Morgan 
Thomas  Withington 
Charles  Kino- 

o 

Rhoda  Crane 
Jane  Williams 
Mary  Wilson 
Abigail  Timpson 
Ezra  Clap 
Samuel  Merrilield 
John  Max  field 
Thomas  Bird 
Ebenszcr  MaxficlJ 
Samuel  Cham.pney 
Thomas  Davenport 
Reuben  Blake 
Rebecca  Davis 
Abigail  Trott 
John  Withington 
Mary  Andrews 
Waiistil!  Jones 
John  J  ickson  {black) 
Mar.;:irct  Andrews 
o 


June  17 
Nov.  2,  1808 
Dec.  3, 
Feb.  9,  1810 
Sent.  15, 
Dec.  4, 

March  10,  1811 
Jan.  13,  1813 
vSept.  10,  1814 
Oct.  20, 
Jan.  20,  1815 
Nov.  4, 

Aug.  25,  1817 
Sept.  18, 
Jan.  22,  1818 
June  25,  " 
Jan.  3,  1819 
Jan.  25, 
Jan.  17,  1821 
Feb.  11, 
March  4, 
Oct.  1,  1822 
Nov.  24, 
March  4,  1823 
July  8,  1824 

Aug.  19, 

Sept.  30, 

Oct.  20 

Nov.  5, 

Dec.  31, 

Feb.  14,  1S25 

March  15, 

June  19, 
June  20, 

June  21, 
Jidy  10, 
July  11, 
March  1,  1S2G 
Oct.  0,  1S27 
March  10,  182S 
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sexton's  monitor. 


^?arah  Merrlfield 
Molly  Withington 

 Gurley 

Elijah  Withington 
Susannah  Cavcndcr 
Shubael  Mansfield 
Ann  Beck 
William  Pierce 
Benjamin  Glover 
Henry  Manto 
Seth  Clap 
George  Bird 
Samuel  Munroe 
Phebe  ?\Torto 
Rufus  Davis 
Abijah  Wales 
Hannah  Bird 


Feb.  22,  1831  77 

Aug,  22,  77 

2G,  53 

Jan.  29,  1832  64 

May  30,  56 

Nov.  4,  "  54 
Dec.  10,      "         ' m 

Jan.  11,  1833  74 

March  17,  67 

Jan.  1,  1835  87 

March  9,  1836  68 

29,  50 

April  6,  72 

Aug.  5,  83 

April  26,  1837  83 

May  8,  65 
Nov.  9,                   "  62 


TABLE  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  ANNUALLY. 


[From  1630,  (o  the  end  of  1656,  tiio  year!j  number  of  deaths  cannot  be  ascerlaic- 

'ed    pixtbably  they  did  not  exceed  5  a  year.] 


Year 

Dt'hs 

Year 

Dt'hs 

1  Yc:ir 

1  Dt'hs  1  Year 

1  Dt'hs 

1657 

17  ' 

1703 

8 

1749 

29 

■1  /  y  t> 

1  7ff 
-1-  /  * 

1658 

9 

1704 

12 

1750 

37 

1796 

29 

1659 

7 

1705 

,6c 

1751 

36 

1  707 

21 

1660 

6 

1706 

10 

1752/i 

5 1 

^  I  Jo 

1661 

7 

1707 

12 

1753 

26 

1  7QQ 

38 

1662 

5 

1708 

14 

1754 

18 

1  ft  n  n 

J  o  u  u 

41 

1663 

5 

1709 

11 

1755 

20 

4  \ 

1664 

8 

1710 

10 

1756 

19 

1802 

6lu 

1665 

5 

1711 

14 

1757 

19 

1  OUo 

1666 

6 

1712 

16 

1758 

18 

1667 

7 

1713 

13 

1759 

28 

61 

16^68 

5 

1714 

22 

1760 

28 

67 

1669 

6 

171 5 

13 

17(31 

53 

1807 

38 

1670 

4 

1716 

10 

1762 

26 

loyjo 

56 

1671 

5 

1717 

15 

1763 

25 

18o9 

46 

1672 

1718 

23 

1764 

23 

1810 

45 

1673 

6 

1719 

1 1 

1765 

24 

18  il 

55 

1674 

4 

1720 

s 

1766 

38 

1812 

43 

1675 

13 

1721 

12^/ 

1767 

29 

1813 

52 

1676 

28 

1722 

14 

17vj8 

26 

1 8  M 

30 

1677 

12 

1723 

22 

1769 

29 

181 5 

37 

1678 

20 

1724 

15 

1770 

33 

18 1  (j 

30 

1679 

18 

1725 

13 

1771 

18 

1817 

CO 

1680 

8 

1726 

9 

1772 

23 

1818 

39 

1681 

17 

1727 

6 

1773 

24 

1819 

42 

1682 

12 

1728 

10 

1774 

26i 

1820 

54 

1683 

19 

1729 

9 

1775 

71/ 

l82] 

50 

1684 

8 

1730 

3  1 

1776 

56/c 

1822 

50 

1685 

4 

1731 

16 

1777 

32/ 

49 

1686 

7 

17S2C 

19 

1778 

42?)i 

1 8  2  t 

68 

1687 

3-0 

1733 

IS 

1779 

19 

l04 

1688 

20 

1734 

15 

17S0 

18 

58 

1689 

13 

1735 

18 

1781 

1 3 

49 

1690 

3Sa 

1736 

20 

17S2 

17 

l82g 

56 

1691 

20 

1737 

18 

1783 

27 

1829 

1692 

16 

1738 

13 

1784 

26n 

1830 

51 

1693 

17 

1739 

21 

1735 

IS 

1831 

72 

1694 

12 

1740/ 

20 

17S6 

25o 

1832 

63 

1695 

9b 

1741 

12 

1787 

29 

1833 

68 

169^ 

<r 

1742 

10 

1788 

11 

1834 

55 

1697 

6 

1742 

27 

1789 

jCrp 

1835 

64 

1^98 

7 

1744 

22 

1790 

35 

1836 

91 

1699 

11 

1745 

26 

1791 

32 

1837 

66 

1700 

15 

1746 

27 

1792 

36r/ 

DOl 

19 

1747 

86 

1793 

39 

1  ;02 

14 

1748 

28 

1794 

i  19r 

NOTES  AND  REFERENCES  TO  THE  PRECEDING  PAGE. 


(a)  In  Mr,  Blake's  Manuscript  Aninl^,  is  llu3  record,  "  In  my  fathers'  book  them 
is  a  memorandum  in  the  account  he  kept,  that  from  the  first  of  April,  IGDO,  unto  the 
first  of  July,  1691,  that  is  one  year  and  four  months,  there  died  in  Doi  chestcr /ij'ty 
seven  persons  J  thirty  three  of  them  of  the  Small  Pox^  the  rest  of  a  fever,  and  most 
of  ll^eni  of  a  middle  age.  About  the  same  time,  (1G90)  lost  at  sea  (orty  six  sokliera 
tliat  went  to  Canada.    In  all,  one  hundicd  and  three." 

Q))  Tliij  year  died  IMrs.  Aunc  Tierce,  \viiio\v  of  Mr.  Robert  Pierce,  being  104 
years  old. 

(c)  Feb.  6.  1705,  died  the  widow  Wyat,  n-rd  94  ;  "  having  ns  a  mi'lrvifc,  assisted 
at  the  birth  of  one  thousand,  one  bundl  ed  and  more  children.'" 

(il)  This  year,  l'72l,  tiie  Smail  Pox  went  tiiroi:gh  Boston,  and  it  v;rts  in  tv/cnty 
nine  families  in  this  town,  w  bei  eof  '  hirleen  persons  dietl,  twoof  tliem  str;;nger3. 

(e)  In  1732,  several  agetl  people  died  of  a  prevailing  ej)idemic  cold, 

(/)  In  1740,  died  Mr.  John  Trescott,  aged  GO,  and  his  wife  aged  90. 

(g-)  In  1751,  twelve  persons  died  l)etvveen  Nov.  22,  and  Dec.  2-1. 

(A)  In  3752,  several  died  of  an  cpedemic  phirisy  and  nervous  fever  ;  twenty  in 
January, 

(/■)  In  1774,  several  aged  ptjr.sons  died,  viz.,  one  of  05,  iw  o  of  3G,  one  of  85,  one  of 
84,  one  of  73,  one  of  C2,  and  one  of  b?>  years  of  age. 

(j)  In  1775,  more  aged  persons  died,  viz.,  one  (nilr.  Israel  Leadlict ut)  of  97,  one 
of  88,  one  of  86,  two  of  72,  one  of  6?,  and  one  t  l  C4  years  of  age.  Tills  year  also, 
40  soldiers  were  buried. 

(/.)  In  1776,  four  died  of  (he  Small  Pov. 

(/)  In  1777,  twelve  died  of  the  Small  Pox. 

(vi)  In  1778,  nine  died  of  the  Small  Pox. 

(n)  In  1734,  several  aged  persons  died,  viz.,  one  of  87,  one  of  C6,  one  of  84,  0D« 
of  82,  one  of  76.  one  of  73,  and  one  of  72  years  of  age. 

(o)  In  1786,  died  one  person  aged  86,  and  one  71. 

In  1789,  one  person  died,  aged  90,  one  84,  and  one  75, 

(7)  In  1792,  about  600  persons  had  the  Small  Pov  this  year  5  six  (!i"  natural  way, 
of  wliom  three  died,  and  nine  died  of  those  that  had  been  innoculated. 

(r)  In  1794,  died  one  person  aged  86,  one  83,  four  78,  and  one  77, 

(s)  In  1795,  died  one  person  aged  97,  one  88,  and  two  73. 

(0  In  1798,  died  aged  person?,  85,  83,  81,  73,  71,  and  70  ;  and  fifteen  chlldreis 
under  three  years  of  age. 

(u)  In  1802,  aged  persons  87,77,  two  of  72,  one  of  71,  and  one  of  70.  Eiglit  per- 
sons  died  of  a  malignant  fever,  six  of  them  children  c  f  Mr.  Belcher,  between  the  ages 
of  14  and  30. 

(v)  In  1803,  aged  persons,  86,  85,  two  of  80,  one  of  78,  76,  55,  74,  70. 


RECAPITULATION, 

UP  TO  THE  END  OF  1837. 


From  June  1630  to  the  end  of  the  year  165G, 
being  25  years  and  7  montlis,  there  died, 
perhaps,    .    .    ,   100 

From  1657,  to  the  end  of  1837,    ,    .    .    .    ,  47S2 


Whole  number  of  deaths,  since  the  first  ) 
settlement  of  the  town,  i 


The  smallest  number  of  deaths  in  any  one  ^ 
year  since  1793,  was  in  1707,  being  ) 

The  largest  number  was  in  1S25,  9  in  the  } 
First,  30  in  tlic  Second,  and  65  in  the  j 
Third  Parish, 

The  population  in  1792,  was    ......  17*22^ 

The  population  in  1820,  w:.3   3684 

The  population  as  taken  in  1837^  is    .    .    .    .  4564 

During  44  years  of  Dr.  Harris's  ministry,  there  died 
2156,  being  an  average  number  of  49  deaths  a  year,. 

2* 


PART  1. 

*'  Let's  talk  of  Grave?,  and  Wornn,  and  E])itapbs ; 

Make  dust  our  paper,  and  vfiih  rainy  eyes 

Write  sorrow  on  the  bosom  of  the  earth."' — SllAKESFE  A.RE. 


EPITAPHS, 

COPIED  FROM  THE  OLD  YARD  IN  DOIlCllESTEii. 
I. 

Here  lies  the  bodies  of  Mr.  Barnard  Capen,  and 
Mrs.  Jane  Capen,  his  wife.  lie  died  Nov.  8,  1G38, 
aged  70  years;  and  she  died  Marcli  20,  1G53,  aged 
75  years. 

IT. 

On  two  cliildren  lying  in  one  grave,  covered  with  a 
flat  sonc,  but  so  broken,  that  the  upper  part,  which 
probably  bore  the  name  of  the  parents  v/as  gone. 

Abel,  his  offering  accepted  is; 

His  body  to  the  grave,  his  soul  to  bliss. 

On  October  twenty,  and  no  more, 

In  the  year  sixteen  hundred  44. 

Submit  submitted  to  her  heavenly  king, 
Being  a  flower  of  the  eternal  spring; 
Near  3  years  old  she  died  in  heaven  to  wait, 
The  year  was  sixteen  hundred  48. 

HI. 

Taken  from  a  stone  which  had  been  broken  into 
forty  five  pieces. 

Here  lies  three  Clerks>,  their  accounts  are  even. 

Entered  on  earth,  carried  up  to  heaven. 
'    [Note.    This  is  a  very  ingenious  reference  to  Mer- 
cantile affairs,  and  the  business  of  a  clerk,  to  fjitcr  ac- 
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counts  in  the  day  hcok,  and  carry  them  up  to  the  Lcdg" 
er ;  it  is  casting  up  the  reckoning  for  Time,  and  strik- 
ing the  balance  for  Eternity.] 

IV. 

SuBxMiT  submitted  down  to  dust, 
Her  soul  ascends  up  to  the  just : 

At  near  old  she  did  resign, 

Her  soul's  gone  to  Christ,  year  '59. 

V. 

On  the  Honorable  Mnjor  General  Hu^vIpitrey  Atheh- 
TON,  who  died  Sept.  IG,  iCGI.    lie  was  killed  l)y  fall- 
ing from  his  horse  on  returning  from  Bonlon. 
Here  lies  our  Ca])ta!n  and  Mnjor  of  Siillblk  was  withal, 
A  Godly  Magistrate  was  he,  and  Major  General. 
Two  troops  of  horse  with  him  here  came,  such  worth 

liis  love  did  crave, 
Ten  companies  of  foot  also,  mourning  ni::irched  to  his 

grave  ; 

Let  all  that  read  be  sure  to  keep  t lie  f^ulh  a?  lie  fjas  done ; 
With  Christ  he  lives  now  cro^vu'd,  his  name  was  Hum* 

PKRUY  AtUELITON. 

VI. 

D.  O.  II.  Saccr. 
RiciiARDUs  hie  dcrmit  Mathrus. 
(Sed  non  totus,  nec  mora  diulurna) 

Lactatus  genuise  pares. 
Incertum  est  utrum  Doctior  an  Mclior. 
Animum  et  gloria  non  f|ua:unt  humari. 
Divinely  rich  and  learned  Ric]iaiid  Mattteji, 
Sons  like  him,  prophets  great,  rejoic'd  this  father. 
Short  time' his  sleeping  dust's  here's  covered  down 
Not  so  his  ascended  spirit  or  renown. 
,  V.  D.  M.  in  Aiigl.  XVI  annos.  In  Dor.  N.  A.  34  an, 
'     Ob.  Apr,  22,  IGG9;  Otatis  sua)  70. 

{The  foUowlvg  lines  were  couposcd  for  hhiJ^ 
IlicnARi)  Mather  :  anagram,     a  third  charmer, 
Third  in  New-England's  Dorchecter 
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sexton's  monitor. 


Was  this  ordained  Minister ; 
'        Second  to  none  for  fruitfulness 

Abilities  and  usefulness.  ^ 
Divine  his  charms,  years  seven  times  seven  : 
Wise  to  win  souls  from  earth  to  heaven. 
Prophet's  reward  he  gains  above 
But  great's  our  loss  by  his  remove. 
Sacred  to  God  his  servant  Richard  Mather, 
Sons  like  him  good  and  great  did  call  him  father  ; 
Hard  to  discern  the  difference  in  degree, 
'Tvvixt  his  bright  lea,rning  and  high  piety. 
Short  time  his  slumbering  dust  lies  covered  dowu, 
So  can't  his  soul,  nor  his  deserv'd  renown. 

From  his  binli  six  lustres  and  a  jubilee 

To  his  repose  :  but  ]a!)our'd  hard  in  thee 
.      0  Dorchester,  for  more  tluin  tliirty  years 

Ilis  sacred  dust  w^ith  tlice  thine  honour  bears. 

VIL 

[On  an  ancient  School  ?Ja rtcr  in  Dorchester,  v/h^ 
died  Feb.  24,  ]l)7-l ;  aged  SI.    Written  by  himself.] 

WILLIAM  POLE. 
Ho  Passenger  1  its  worth  thy  ])ains  to  stay, 
And  take  a  dead  man's  lesson  by  tlio  way. 
I  was  what  now  thou  art,  and  thou  shalt  be 
What  I  am  now,  what  odJs  'twixt  me  and  thee. 
Now  go  thy  way,  but  stay,  take  one  word  more, 
Thy  staff,  for  ought  thou  knou  st,  stands  next  the  door 
Death  is  the  d.oor,  the  door  of  heaven  or  hell : — 
Be  warn'd,  be  arrnVJ^  believe,  repent,  Farewell  1 

VHL 

John  Cornel,  aged  64  years,  died  July  81, 
IX. 

Els  Leke  TnoM.\s  Lekk 

aged  80  year  -aged  70  years 

-  deceased  Oct.  20.     deceased  Oct.  27. 

1G78. 
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II ev  JosiAii  Flint,  died  Sept.  15,  1G30,  aged  u5. 
A  man  of  God  he  was,  so  great  and  good, 
His  brightest  worth  was  hardly  understood. 
So  much  of  God  and  Christ  in  him  did  dwell,  . 
In  grace  and  holiness  he  did  excel. 
An  honor  and  an  ornament  hereby 
Both  to  the  Churches  and  the  ]\linistry. 
Most  zealous  in  the  work  of  reformation 
To  save  his  self-destroying  generation.  ' 
With  courage  strove  'gainst  all  tins  peoples  sin, 
He  spent  his  strength,  his  life,  his  soul  therein. 
Consumed  with  holy  zeal  for  God,  for  whom 
He  lived  and  died  a  kind  of  .LVIartyrdom. 

If  men  will  not  lament,  tlicir  h.carts  not  break, 
No  wonder  this  lamenting  stoiie  doth  speak. 
Ilis  tomb-stone  cries  repent,  and  souls  to  save 
Doth  preach  repentance  from  liis  very  grave. 
'Gainst  sinners  doth  a  lasting  r(  cord  lie 
Tliis  monument  to  his  blest  memory. 

Tsal.  cxii,G.    Prov.  x,7. 

XL 

The  ingenions  Mathematician  and  Printer^  Mr.  JonN 
Foster,  aged  33,  died  Sept.  9,  1G81. 

Astra  colis  vivens,  morions  superas  thera  Foster 
Scande  precor,  cesium  metiri  disco  supremum  ; 
Metier  atque  meum  est,  eniit  mihi  dives  Jesus, 
Nec  tenior  quicquam  nisi  grates  solvere. 

[On  the  foot-stone  was  this  inscription.] 

Ars  illi  sua  census  erat/' — Ovid. 
Skill  was  his  cash. 

XH. 

Miss  Mary  Brablay,  aged  17,  died  March  8,  1634, 
XIII. 

Mr.  Nathan  Breadley,  aged  70,  died  July  20,  170L 
XIV. 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  Ann,  tlie  wife  of  Mr,  Robert 
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sexton's  monitoi^. 


Pierce,  died  December  the  3i,  1G95,  aged  about  104 
years. 

XV. 

Mrs.  Thankful  Baker,  relict  of  Mr.  John  Bakeb^ 
nged  5S  years,  decensoJ  the  29th  of  Jan.  1697—8. 

XVL 

Elder  Ja:>tes  IIuMriiiiEYs,  who  died  May  12,  1G86, 
aged  78. 

Inclosed  within  this  slirine  is  sacred  dust, 

And  only  waits  for  the  rising  of  the  just. 

Most  useful  while  he  lived  ;  adorned  his  station, 

Even  to  old  age  he  serv'd  liis  generation  : 

Since  his  death  thouglit  of  with  great  vericration. 

IIow  great  a  blessing  this  Iluling  Elder  he 
Unto  the  Church  and  Town  and  Pastors  three. 
Mather  he  first  did  by  him  help  receive; 
Flint  he  did  next  of  burdens  much  relieve  ; 
Renowned  Danforth  he  did  help  with  skill. 
Esteemed  high  by  all  ; — bear  fruit  until 
Yielding  to  death  his  glorious  seat  did  fill.* 

*  Note.    The  initial  letter?  make  an  Accrostic  on  liis  name. 

XVIL 

GuLTELMus  Stoughtonus,  armiger 
ProYincire  Massachusettensis  in  Nova  Anglia  Legatus, 
deinde  Gubernator  ; 
Nec-non  Curia?  in  eadem  Provincia  Superioris 
Justiciarius  Capitalis, 
II  ic  jacet. 
■        Vir  conjugii  nescius, 

Religione  sanctus, 
:    .         Virtute  clarus, 
Doctrina  Celebris, 
Ingenio  acutus, 
Sanguine  et  anima  pariter  illustris; 
iEquatatis  amator, 
Legum  propugnator,. 
Collegii  Stoughtoniani  fundator, 
I  iter  arum  et  Liter  atorum  fautor,  celeberrimus,  ' 


SEXTON'S  -AIOXITOR. 


Impletatis  et  vitii  hostis  acerrimus. 
Ilunc  Rhetores  amant  laciidum, 
Ilunc  Scriptoros  iioruiit  eleoaiitem, 
Ilunc  Pliilosophi  qiiirrunt  sapientcm, 
Ilunc  Doctores  lauduiit  tiicologum, 
Ilunc  Pii  vencrantur  austcrum, 
Hunc  omncs  mirnntur  !  omnibus  ignotum. 
Omnibus  licet  notum. 
Quid  plura  viator  ?    Quem  perdidimus— 
Stoughtonum? 
IIcu  ! 

Satis  dixi ;  urcrcnt  lacliryma) ; 
Silco. 

Vixit  annos  soptuaginta. 
Scptimo  die  Julii  Anno  Salutis  1701 
Cecidit. 

Ilea!    IIcu!    Q.u.  3.1  is  Lucius  ! 
XVIIL 

[Copied  from  a  grave  stono  on  the  north  westerly 
part  of  the  fu"st  laid  out  buryiui^;  ground.] 
Mrs.  I^JuiiA:^.:  Wood 
formerly  wife  of  Mr.  Joun  Wood. 
who  died  October  19,  ITOO. 
An  ancient  School  Mistress, 
A  woman  well  beloved  of  all 
Ilcr  neighbours  for  her  care  of  small 
Folks  education,  their  nu-inbcrs  being  great, 
That  when  she  died  she  scarcely  lelt  lier  mate* 
So  wise,  discreet  was  her  l)cliaviours 
That  she  v/as  well  esteemed  by  neighbors. 
She  lived  in  love  with  all  to  die, 
So  let  her  rest  to  eternity. 

XIX. 

[On  Deacon  JA^U',s  Bi.akf.    Ncts.— lie  languish-* 
cd  about  seven  years  with  an  ulcerous  leg,  very  painful, 
but  at  last  died  with  an  epidemic  cold,  which  carried 
many  aged  people.] 
Seven  years  strong  pain  do  end  at  last, 
His  Weary  days  and  nights  arc  past.  . 
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The  way  was  rouglj,  the  end  is  peace  ; 
Short  pain  give  place  to  endless  ease. 

XX. 

On  Elder  IIopestill  Clap  who  deceased  September 
2d,  1719,  aged  72.  ^  ■ 

His  dust  waits  till  the  Jubilee 
Then  shall  shine  brighter  than  the  sky; 
Shall  meet  and  join  to  part  no  rnore, 
liis  soul  that's  glorified  before. 

Pastors  and  Churches  happy  be 
With  Pauling  Elders  such  as  he; 
Present  useful,  absent  vv'aotcd, 
Lived  desired,  and  died  lamented. 

XXI. 

Here  lies  interred  the  body  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Mason, 
late  of  St.  Chistophers.  He  was  the  third  son  of  Mr. 
Arthur,  and  Mrs.  Joanna  Mason,  of  Boston.  lie  died  at 
Stoughton  house  May  9,  1723,  in  the  47th  year  of  his 
age. 

xxn. 

Here  lietli  tl\c  body  of  Willta:.i  Royal  of  North  Yar- 
mouth in  the  Province  of  Illaine,  wlio  departed  this 
life  November  the  7th,  17:24,  in  the  85tli  year  of  liis 

This  stone  is  erected  to  tlie  pious  memory  of  his  Fa- 
ther by  his  eldest  son  Isaac,  as  the  last  act  of  a  dutiful 
remembrance. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  the  Honourable  Isaac  Royal, 
Esq.  who  departed  this  life  at  his  seat  in  Cliarlestown, 
June  the  7th,  Anno  Domivii,,  1739, /Etatis  G7.  He  was 
a  gentleman  of  superior  natural  powers,  and  great  ac- 
quired knowledge;  Civil,  affable,  courtcoiis,  and  just 
to  all  men;  remarkably  dutiful  to  Ids  parents,  kind  to 
his  relations,  and  charitable  to  the  poor.  He  was  a 
faithful  husband,  a  tender  father,  a  kind  master,  and  a 
true  friend.  Ho  delighted  in  doing  good.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  and  respected  durii;g  his  residence  at 
Antigua,  which  was  near  40  years,  and  advaitced  to  tho 
mr  ::t  honorable  and  important  public  cmpJoyments  civil 
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and  military,  which  lie  discharged  with  the  highest  re- 
putation and  fidelity.  He  returned  with  his  Family  to 
New  England,  his  native  Country,  July  27,  1737. 

xxni 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  IIczekiaii  MEROTir,*  who 
died  March  16,  1749,  aged  71 
XXIV, 

In  memory  of  William  ]\Iarion,  son  of  Mr.  William 
and  Mrs.  Thankful  Marion.  He  died  December  11th, 
1750,  aged  3  years  and  3  days. 

XXV 

In  memory  of  Mr.  James  Baker,  who  died  Nov.  18, 
177G,  aged  ()4. 

Preserve "O  grave  inviolate  thy  trust, 
Till  life  divine  reanimates  this  dust. 

XXVI. 

C;ipt.  Abraham  Vf  heeler,  die^l  June  20,  1778  aged  43. 
How  loved,  how  \'ahuHl  oucc,  avails  thee  not, 
To  whom  related,  or  by  whom  begot. 
XXVD. 

Thomas  Clap,  son  of  Mr.  Ezra  and  Mrs.  Mary  Clap, 
died  August  3,  178G  ;  being  still  born. 

XXVHL 

Mr.  Isaac  Fenno,  aged  32,  died  1796. 
O  life,  frail  offspring  of  a  day, 
'Tis  puff'd  with  one  short  gasp  away. 
Swift  as  the  short-lived  flower  it  flies, 
It  springs,  it  blooms,  it  fades,  it  dies. 
XXIX. 

From  the  grave  stone  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clap,  who  died 
'August  11, 1798  ;  aged  84. 

^'  He  supplied  the  office  of  Sexton  from  the  year  17G0 
to  1797,  making  thirty  seven  years;  and  buried  in  that 
time  1080  persons. "t 

*  Tlx;  name  is  now  spell  Munioe. 

t  Tlr.  \i  shown  I))'  the  foi'egoing  Table  of  deaths  ;  but  must  kcludc  also  the  aoU 
tilers  b    ied  iu  1775. 
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XXX. 

Taken  from  the  grave  stone  of  a  child  of  Mr.  Solomoiv 
inid  Mrs.  Racitael  Hall,  aged  10  months,  died  JSOo. 
Parents  of  cliildren  lake  a  last  adieu, 
And  so  nuist  children  of  their  parents  too.., 

XXXL 

Taken  from  the  grave  stone  of  William  Wiloox^ 
(South  Burying  ground)  who  died  in  IS'^O,  aged  39, 
In  business  diligence  with  care  he  joijiVl^ 
In  spirit  fervor  with  his  hope  condjin'd, 
With  sacred  truth  liis  life  did  well  accord, 
He  scrvhl  the  public  wiiile  he  serv'd  tlie  Lord, 


PART'  11. 

"  Aiul  now  each  humble,  nrtrroA'-.  nameless  -  bed 
Whose  graj;)-  hillock  not  in  vain  appeali 
,  To  eyes  that  pa^^s  hy  Epita|)hs  unieaif, 
Ri.ses  to  view. — Uow  still  ihe  dwt  llini;  of  the  dead  ! 

It  is  a  scene  that  avcII  may  call  nie  hack, 
If  any  could,  (o  solemn,  tender  ihemei  ; 

Let  me  then  once  inore  turn  nie  io  the  track 
My  thoughts  \vcrc  jounic3'ing  :  it  is  one  that  teems 
\Vi!h  tiuHis  of  iugli  import, — not  baseless  dreams." 

Bernard  Bai^ton's  Poems,  p.  68. 

Blvditations  in  a  Churck  Yard. 


EPITAPHS  AND  INSCRIPTIONS, 

Copied  by  myself  from  stones  in  several  grave 
yards  in  different  towns, 

[Taken  from  Newbury  burying  ground  April  ^Bd, 
1821,  when  employed  to  convey  the  body  of  Captain 
Isaac  Greene  Pierson  to  Nevvburyport.] 

Mr.  Henry  Sewall,  (sent  by  Mr.  Henry  Sewell,  his 
fnlher,)  in  the  ship  Eliza  and  Dorcas,  Capt.  Watts 
(  ommander,  arrived  at  Boston  1G31,  wintered  at  Ips- 
wi  di,  began  this  Plantation  1635,  furnishing  Engl i'^h 
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servants,  neat  cattle  and  provisions;  married  ?:liss  Jane 
Flammer,  Marcli  25,  UkU) ;  died  May  10,  1700, 
aged  8G. 

His  fraitful  vine  being  thus  disjoined 
Fell  to  the  ground  Jan.  13,  follov/ing. 

NEWBURY  FOPt^T. 
Here  lies  the  body  of  Ni<;n<»LAri  Pike,  A.  M.  aged 
76.    Acting  Magistrate    from    July   4,    1770^  to  the 
year  1819.^ 

ROWLEY. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Deacon  Joseph  CnAPiiX.  food 
for  wornis  till  the  glorious  resurrection  morning.  Born 
1752.  died  iSia 

MILTON.  ■ 
In  u'leniory  of  My.  Jazaniaii  Su?,!neh,  wlio  died  May 
6,  I77S,  ap;ed  06.    vllso  his  wife  Mrs.  Juditli  Sumner, 
wlio  died  Nov.  L">,  1790,  aged  Gb'. 

So  sleep  tiie  saints,  an()  cease  to  groan, 

When  sin  riud  dealli  ]!;!ve  done  tlieir  worst, 
Christ  hath  a  glory  like  his  ovvU, 

"^Vhiclj  waits  to  clothe  tiiidr  \"aking  dust. 
IL 

Miss  Mary  P^IcCarney  died  Jan.  4.  1791,  aged 
20  years. 

I  sleep  in  darkness  till  tliat  glorious  day 
When  Christ  my  life  shall  roll  the  stone  away : 
Prepare  to  meet  me  in  the  world  above, 
Wliere  all  shall  join  to  sir^g  redeeming  love. 
III. 

Here  iieth  Deacon  Rooer  .Sumi^jep,  a^ed  GO  vcars,; 
died  May  26,  169  L 

IV. 

Here  Iieth  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mary  Wayt,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Edward  Wayt,  aged  92,  died  Feb.  0,  1705. 
V 

As  corn  maturely  ripe  is  gathered  Jiome, 
So  his  remains  are  brought  into  the  tomb  ; 
To  sleep  in  silence  till  thnt  glorious  day, 
When  Christ  his  life  slui!!  role  the  stone  awny. 
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ROXBURY,  Jamaica  Plains, 

Mr.  David  White,  aged  70,  died  iSlG. 
Death  is  a  debt  which  I  have  paid ; 
And  soon  with  me  you  must  belaid. 
11. 

On  Mrs.  Mary  Letitbridge,  aged  32.— 1818. 
How  blest  the  change  to  give  a  world  like  this^ 
For  robes  of  glory,  and-  a  crown  of  bliss. 
IIL 

On  Mr.  GuLivER  Winchester,  aged  79,  died  181 L 
This  modest  stone,  what  few  vain  marbles  can, 
V/ith  trut]]  may  say,  here  lies  an  honest  man. 

IV. 

On  Mr.  George  Woods,  who  died  1815,  aged  73, 
Deprived  of  health,  though  e'er  so  long. 
His  patience  good,  his  failh  v/as  strong. 

On  Miss  Sarah  Sturtevant,  aded  5  years  ;  179L 
And  is  the  infant  snatched  away  ? 
Must  all  this  beauty  now  decay? 
Must  it  no  more  delight  our  eyes, 
Nor  fill  our  souls  witli  fund  surprise. 
VL 

Mary  Wood,  aged  5,  died  1795. 

Just  like  a  flower  she  was  cut  down^. 

While  reason  began  to  bud. 
She  early  felt  the  stroke  of  death, 

It  was  the  w^ill  of  God. 

[From  the  Burying  Ground  in  BOSTON,  near  the 
Old  GTranery.] 
On  a  tomb  stone. 

Mr.  Samuel  Torrey,  died  Sept.  G,  1748,  aged  73. 
Samuel  Torrey,  died  July  15,  170(5,  aged  68. 
Samuel  Torrey,  died  Nov.  13,  1708,  aged  42. 
Samuel  Torrey,  died 'May  27,  1815,  aged  57. 
H. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Anna  Sarch,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Johi;  Sarch,  aged  85,  died  May  11,  1074. 
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III. 

Here  lieth  buried  llie  body  of  Mr.  John  "Wis wall, 
sevant  of  Jesus  Christ,  Elder  of  the  first  Church  in 
Boston,  aged  80  years  :  departed  this  life  the  I7'th  day 
of  August,  A.  I),  1687. 

IV. 

Mr.  John  Downing,  aixed  about  53  years,  deceased 
April  29,  1G94. 

I  bargained  wills  Clirist  for  roovn  below, 
Me  grants  me  a  uiansioi)  iw  liis  upper  story, 
Thus  God'  gives  luore  thuw  we  ask  or  know. 
And  instead  of  grace,  uninterrupted  glory, 

■  V. 

Here  lies  Richard  Bellinguam,  Esq.  late  Governor 
of  the  Colony  of  Pdiissachusetts,  who  departed  this  life 
on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1012,  in  the  81  st  year  of 
his  age. 

Virtue's  fast  friend  \vit]ii]r  this  tomb  coth  lie, 
A  foe  to  bribes,  but  rich  in  charity. 

[The  Bellingliam  Family  being  extinct,  the  Select- 
men of  Boston,  in  the  year  17. '1 2,  assigned  this  tomb  to 
Ja'Mes  Sullivan%  Esq. 

The  remains  of  Governor  Eellingham  are  here  pre- 
^icrved,  and  the  above  inscription  is  restored  from  the 
ancient  monument.] 

The  family  tonnb  of  Jamks  Sullivan,  Esq.  late  Gov- 
ernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Common  wealth 
of  Massachusetts,  v.ho  departed  this  life  on  the  10th  of 
December,  A.  D.  1S08,  aged  G4  years.  His  remains 
are  here  deposited.  Daring  a  life  of  remarkable  in- 
dustry, activity  and  usefulness;  amidst  public  and  pri- 
vate contemporaneous  avocations,  uncommonly  various, 
he  was  distinguished  for  zeal,  intelligence  ai'd  fidelity. 
Public  spirited,  benevolent,  and  social,  lie  was  emin- 
ently beloved  as  a  num,  emintiiitly  esteemed  as  a  citi- 
zen, and  eminently  res])eetcd  as  a  nnigistrate. 

Hie  versatile  ingeninrn,  sic  paritcr  ad  omnia  fuit  ;  ut 
mUun  ad  id  unum  diceres,  quod  cunque  ageret- 
3* 
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[From  the  North  Buryhig  ground  in  Boston  ] 
1. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Sweet,  aged  S2  ; 
died  25th  of  April,  1685. 

II. 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Edward  Grant^  aged  about 
60,  deceased  the  12th  of  June,  1630. 

IIL 

Mrs.  Ann  McMillian,  wife  to  Mr.  James  McMillian, 
deceased  Feb.  28,  1805,  aged  81. 

Happy  soul,  thy  days  are  ended, 
All  tliy  RKnirniiig  days  below; 
Go,  by  angel  guards  attended^. 
To  the  sight  of  Jesus  go. 

IV. 

A  Samuel  returned  to  God 

In  Christ  after  a  short  abode, 

On  eattb.  to  shun  earth's  henious  crimes, 

Was  here  well  put  to  bed  betimes. 

The  o;rave's  as  short  as  thou  prepares, 

Lest  thy  deatli  comes  at  unaw^ares. 

V. 

Mary  the  wife  of  Caesar  Aucustus,  servant  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Ball,  aged  25. 

[From  a  tomb  stone.] 

The  Rev- Doctors  Increase,  Cotton,  and  Samuel 
Mather,  were  intered  in  this  vault. 

'Tis  the  tomb  of  oar  fathers.  H.  Mather  Crocker. 
Increase  died  April  27,  1723,  aged  84.  Cotton  died 
February  13,  1727,  aged  05.  Sanmel  died  June  27, 
1785,  aged  79. 

Hodie  mihi,  eras  tibi. 

vi: 

Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Obadiah  Gill, 
deacon  of  the  North  Church  in  Boston,  aged  50,  deceas- 
ed June  6,  1700. 
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VIL 

Mrs.  Lydia  Mason,  died  OOtli  Dec.  1803,  aged  29. 
Her  peaceful  soul  has  fled, 

From  this  \'ain  world  of  sin  ; 
With  her  two  infants  dear  are  laid, 
■  Soon  to  rise,  never  to  fall  again. 

VIIL 

[From  a  tomb  stone.] 
Charles  Jarvis  died  Nov.  15,  1807,  aged  59  years.. 
A  Physician,  a  Statesman,  a  Patriot,  and  an  lionest 
man;  whose  dignified  deportment,  sui)lin;e  elo^iucnce,. 
u  n  bou n  d  e d  ])  h  i  1  a  n  t h ropy ,  a  n  d  oth er  v  i  r i  u  e s ,  e n d  e a  r e d  his 
meniory  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

IX. 

Mr,  Edward  Barber,  aged  SO,  June  9,  1677.. 
X. 

TiTOMAs,  son  of  Edward  and  Mart  a  Carnes,  was  ac- 
cidentally killed  Dec.  22,  ISIS,  aged  5  years. 

Many  are  tlie  shnpes  of  deatli,  and  many  are  tlie 
ways  that  lead  to  his  grim  cave.    All  dismal, 

XI. 

William  Francis,  of  Connecticut,  died  June  2Gth, 
1804,  aged  20. 

Like  flowery  fields  youth  blooming  stands, 

Pleased  with  the  morning  light; 
The  flowers,  beneath  the  mowers  hands 
Lie  withering  ere 'tis  night. 

XIL 

Mrs.  Alice,  relict  of  lieutenant  William  Howard, 
aged  72,  deceased  Nov.  18,  KiSl. 

XILT. 

Mr.  Robert  Fowle,  died  May  6,  1805,  aged  (3'I 
Death  thou  hast  conquered  me, 

And  by  thy  dart  Vm  slain; 
But  Christ  hath  conquered  thee. 

And  I  shall  rise  again. 
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XIV. 

Here  rests  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Buckley,  Jun-.  of 
Saddleworth,  near  Manchester,  Old  England,  who  de- 
ceased 23d  August  1798,  aged  23. 

In  peace  here  rests  a  traveller's  dust, 

His  journey's  at  an  end  ; 
He  prized  esteem  amongst  the  just, 
•       A  censure  from  a  friend. 

Broke  loose  from  Time's  tenacious  chains, 

And  earth's  revolving  gloom  ; 
To  range  at  large  in  vast  domains 

Of  radiant  worlds  to  come. 

ROX.BU.RY,  East  Burying  arouncL 

Taken  from  a  grave  sone,  removed  from  the  place 
where  it  stood,  and  piled  with  several  others,  and  which 
measured  five  inches  iii  thickness. 

Samuel  Dunkin,  aged  G  w.  died  28,  10th  M.  1G72. 
IL 

In  memory  of  Edward  Devotion,  aged  ahout  (hi 
years;  died  Sept,  2H,  1 685. 

Ill, 

On  two  children  of  Otis  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Gould, 
one  died  in  1799,  and  the  other  ni  1807. 

Farew^ell,  sweet  babes  and  take  your  rest, 
God  called  you  home,  he  thought  it  best. 
IV. 

On  Mr.  Benjamin  Thomson. 

Sub  spe  immortali  :  The  herbc  of  Benjamin  Thom- 
son, learned  School  master  and  Physician,  and  the  re- 
nowned poet  of  New  England.  Obiit  Aprilis  13,  Anno 
Domini,  1714,  et  o^tatis,  suib  74.  Mortuus  sed  im- 
mortalis. 

V. 

Mary,  the  daughter  of  B^^njamin  and  Elizabeth 
Thomson,  aged  one  vear  and  six  months  13  d.  Died 
Sept.  10,  17]  0. 

VL 

On  Mrs.  ELizAnETH  Clafton,  aged  20,  died  1814. 
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When  on  her  dying  countenance  was  seen 
A  smile,  tlie  index  of  n  <o\i\  serene. 

VIL 

Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  the  Rev.  SiiEARJAsnun 
Bourne,  late  minister  of  the  ftrst  Parish  in  Scituate, 
and  son  of  the  Hon.  Melatiah  Bourne,  Esq.,  of  Sand- 
wich, who  died  14th  August,  17(38,  ai't.  Gl). 

Cautious  himself,  he  others  ne'er  deceived, 
Lived  as  he  taught,  and  taught  as  he  believed. 

.CONCORD. 

[Furnished  to  me  by  a  young  man,  a  relative,  who 
resided  at  Concord.] 

God  wills  us  free;  Man  w^ills  us  slaves.  I  will  ay 
God  wills,  God's  will  be  done. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  John  Jack,  a  native  of  Africa, 
who  died  March,  177'],  aged  al)out  ()0  years.  Though 
born  in  aland  of  slavery,  he  \vas  born  free;  tljough  lie 
lived  in  a  land  of  liberty,  he  lived  a  slave,  till  by  his 
hoiiest,  though  stolen  labours,  ho  accjuired  tlie  source  of 
slavery,  which  gave  liim  his  iVeedotn,  though  not  long 
before  his  deatli.  The  grand  tyrant  gave  him  his  tinal 
emancipation,  and  set  him  on  a  footing  with  kings. — 
Though  a  slave  to  vice,  he  practised  those  virtues 
without  which  kings  are  but  slaves. 

aUINCY. 

1. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Fiynt, 
who  came  to  New  England  in  the  year  1G35,  was  or- 
dained the  first  Teacher  of  the  Church  of  Braintry  1639, 
and  died  27th  April,  1663.  He  had  the  character  of  a 
gentleman  remarkable  for  his  piety,  learning,  wisdom, 
and  fidelity  in  his  otiice-. 

By  him,  on  his  right  hand,  lies  the  body  of  Margery, 
his  beloved  consort,  who  died  i\larch  IGSO — 7.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Hoar.  She  was  a  gentlewoman  of 
piety,  prudence,  and  peculiarly  accomplislied  for  in- 
structing young  gentlewomen,  many  being  sent  to  her 
from  other  towns,  especially  from  Boston. 

Doscendants  of  goodly  fLimilies  in  Old  England. 
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II. 

Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Joanna  Quincy,  the  wife 
of  xMr.  Edmund  (iaincy,  ai^ed  55,  died  IGth  May,  ICSO. 
IIL 

[Inscription  on  the  monumental  stone  to  the  memory 
of  the  Rev.  Moses  Fiske,  of  Braintree,  who  was  ordain- 
ed l  lth  Sept.  1672,  and  died  10th  of  August.  1708.  in 
his  GGth  year.] 

Braintree,  thy  prophet's  gone  ;  this  tomb  inters 
-    The  Reverned  Moses  Fiske  liis  sacred  herse. 

Adore  heaven's  praiseful  art  tliat  formed  the  m.an. 

WliO  souls,  not  to  Inmself,  but  Christ  oft  wnn  ; 

Sailed  through  the  straits  with  Peter's  faDiily, 

Renowned,  and  Gains'  hospitality  ; 

Paul's  patience,  James'  prudence,  John's  sweet  love, 

Is  landed,  eutered,  cleared,  and  crowrsed  above. 

IV. 

Inscription  on  the  ?»Ionament  of  the  ever  revered 
.'^uul  learned  Leonard  Hoar,  I)„  M,  and  soinotime  Presi- 
<]ent  of  Harvard  Colle<j;e,  who  died  Nov.  '28,  1()75, 
aged  45. 

Three  precious  friends  under  tliis  tombstone  lie, 
Patterns  to  aged,  youth,  and  infancy, 
A  great  mother,  her  learned  son,  vvith's  cljiid, 
The  first  and  least  went  free,  He  was  exiled. 
In  love  to  Christ,  this  country,  and  dear  friends, 
He  left  his  own,  crossed  seas,  and  for  amends, 
Was  here  extolled,  envied,  all  in  a  breath, 
Ilis  noble  consort  leaves,  is  drawn,  to  deatli. 
Strange  clianges  may  befall  us  ere  we  die., 
Blest  they  who  well  arrive  at  eternity. 
God  grant  some  names,  O  thou  New  England's  friend, 
Don't  sooner  fade  than  thine,  if  time's  do?i't  mend. 

His  aged  and  pious  relict,  the  late  Madam  Usher,  was 
brought  hither  from  Boston,  and  interred  in  the  same 
grave,  according  to  her  de:*lre,  May  ?]0,  17-2') 
V. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Josiah  duincy,  jun.  of  Bos- 
toi',  Barrister  of  Law,  youngest  son  at  Josiah  Quincy, 
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Esq.  late  of  this  place.  BrilliaDt  talents,  iinconimoii 
eloquence,  and  indefatigable  application  raised  him  to 
the  highest  eminence  in  his  profession.  His  early,  en- 
lightened, inflexible  attachment  to  the  cause  of  his 
country  is  attested  by  monuments  more  durable  than 
this,  and  transmitted  to  posterity  by  well  known  pro- 
ductions of  his  genius. 

He  was  born  the  23d  of  February,  1744,  and  died 
the  26th  of  April,  1775.  His  mortal  remains  are  here 
deposited  with  tliose  of  Abigail,  his  wife,  daughter  of 
William  Phillips,  Esq.  born  the  14th  of  April,  1745, 
died  the  25th  March,  1793. 

Stranger,  in  contemplating  this  monument  as  the  frail 
tribute  of  filial  gratitude  and  affection  ; 

Glows  thy  bold  breast  with  patriotic  flame? 

Let  his  example  point  the  paths  of  fame  1 

Or  seeks  thy  heart,  averse  from  public  strife, 

The  milder  graces  of  domestic  life? 

Her  kindred  virtues  let  thy  soal  revere, 

Aiul  o'er  tlie  bt^st  of  mothers  drop  a  tear! 
[On.  the  other  side  of  this  monument  is  this  inscription.] 

Josiah  Guincy,  jun.  Es(|.  born  23d  Feb.  1744,  died 
26th  April,  17^/5. 

Abigail  Uuincv,  born  14th  April,  1745,  died  25th 
March,  1793. 

To  their  united  and  beloved  memory,  this  monument 
was  erected  by  their  only  surviving  child,  1802. 

VI. 

On  Dr.  Benjamdn  Vinton,  aged  38. — 1813. 

No  pains,  no  grief,  no  anxious  fear, 
Invade  thy  bounds;  no  mortal  woes 

Can  reach  the  peaceful  sleeper  here, 
Whilst  angels  watch  liis  soft  repose. 

VIL 

Mrs.  Mary  Brackett,  aged  7(3,  died  1805. 
Sleep  here  awhile  concealed  in  earth, 
'Till  the  glad  spring  of  nature's  second  birth  ; 
Then  quit  the  transient  winter  of  the  tomb, 
To  rise  and  flourish  in  immortal  bloom. 


CONCLUDING  REFLECTIONS. 


When  I  look  upon  the  tombs  of  the  great,  every 
motion  of  envy  dies  within  me.  Wlien  I  rend  the  Ep- 
itaphs of  the  beautiful,  every  inordinate  desire  goes  out. 
When  I  meet  with  the  grief  of  parents  on  a  tomb  stone, 
my  heart  melts  with  con^passion.  When  I  see  the 
tombs  of  parents  themselves,  I  consider  the  vanity  of 
grieving  for  those  v^^liom  we  iiuist  quickly  follow.  AVhen 
I  see  rivals  placed  side  by  side  on  the  san^c  low  level, 
and  those  that  divided  the  ■■vvorld  by  their  contests  and 
disputes,  now  humble  and  ])eaceable, — I  reflect  with 
sorrow  and  astonishment  on  tlie  little  competitions,  fac- 
tions and  debates  of  mankind.  When  I  read  tlic  sev- 
eral dates  on  the  tombs,  of  some  that  died  as  yesterday, 
and  some  centuries  ago,  I  consider  that  great  day,  when 
we  sliall  all  of  us  be  contemporaries,  and  make  our  np- 
pearance  together." 
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